WOMAN AND MARRIAGE	2S1
contributions from writers conversant with Islam in different
lands. Syria and Palestine are covered in two papers, which
agree in presenting a very dark side of the subject. The
author of the well-balanced paper on Syria? however, rec-
ognizes also a bright side which finds no place in the dismal
purview of the writer on Palestine.1 Says the former:
"There are happy homes (or so they seem at first) where
there is immaculate cleanliness, where the mother looks well
after the ways of the household and of her children, is ready
to receive her husband and kiss his hand when he returns
from his work, where there is but one wife and a contented
and indulgent husband and father."2 Dr. Wortabet, him-
self an Oriental, surrounded during a long lifetime by Mos-
lem neighbors, also states both sides, lie points out that
"strong love may often be accompanied by fierce and dis-
ordered passions, so that the object of intense devotion may
also be the victim of intense jealousy and consequent
cruelty," but he also states: "We know with certainty that
there is much of domestic love, felicity, and peace frequently
found in Mohammedan families. The fact is that where the
conjugal relation subsists there is generally found conjugal
love also, ranging through all the degrees of which the hu-
man heart is susceptible." 3
The writer on " Women in Syria," quoted above, ascribes
in almost every ease observed by her the happier condi-
tion of Moslem women to Christian teaching and example.
The effect of this is beautifully illustrated in the school es-
tablished in Beyrout by the late Miss Taylor and still car-
ried on for Moslem and Druse girls. But there are certain
elements within Islam itself, not often considered, which
operate toward a similar end. Thus, speaking generally,
1	"Our Moslem Sisters" Is edited by S. M. Zwemer and Annie Van
Sommer, the individual papers being anonymous.   The writer of the
paper, "Woman in Palestine/7 claims that during twenty years' sojourn
in Palestine she has had intercourse among all classes of Mohammedan
women, but the unqualified pessimistic generalizations in which she
indulges regarding not only the position of women but the whole system
of Islam are quit© unwarrantable.
2	"Our Moslem Sisters" (op. at.}, p. 175.
s "Religion in the East" (op. c&), pp. 230-231.

